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Pueblo Gardens k-8
Course Description
The middle school social studies curriculum covers six distinct time periods: 
1. Early Civilizations: Mesopotamia, Ancient Egypt, Ancient Israelites
2. The Ancient World: Ancient Greeks, Greek Civilization, Early India, Early China, 
3. New Empires and New Faiths: The Rise of Rome, Roman Civilization, The Rise of Christianity, Islamic Civilization
4. The Middle Ages: China in the Middle Ages, Medieval Africa, Medieval Japan, Medieval Europe
5. A Changing World: The Americas, The Renaissance and Reformation, Enlightenment and Revolution
6. Modern Times: Industry and Nationalism, Imperialism and World War I, World War II, Building Today’s World
This year’s course will draw primarily from the textbook Journey Across Time, by Glencoe, 2008 edition. The Glencoe program is a well-balanced mix of textual content learning and hands-on activities.  The textbook offers an online student edition.  To access the student edition please visit the following link http://glencoe.mheducation.com/sites/0078750504/index.html. Most history work from the text will be completed in class with a moderate amount of homework required.  I will also borrow curriculum from the Big History Project that connects elements of science and social studies.
Online Assessments
I maintain a class website that houses the readings, art work, podcasts, study guides, and homework for the week.  The website will be used in class to ensure that all students have access to the material regardless of technology access at home.  My hope is that the site will help with locating readings, project requirements, homework, and study guides.  The site can be accessed at http://jaegerjunc.wix.com/jaegerville1. We use the website www.classcraft.com to “gamify” the class content and make it more accessible to students. I use the app Kahoot to review concepts in class.
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Course Objectives
My social studies course is designed to teach students to “think like a historian.”  Student will be thinking about history using the following aspects:
1. Cause and Effect
2. Change and continuity
3. Turning Points
4. Using the past to make sense of the present
5. Looking at history through the eyes of those who lived it
It is my hope that using this model will turn students into active learners who have the skills to critically analyze the material they are presented with.  Having a background in literacy will allow me to help the students comprehend the text and develop reading strategies that will aid in comprehension.  As your student’s teacher, my promise to families and students is to make all the learning activities and lessons consistent with the approved state standards.  Every activity in which your student engages should be purposeful.  Each lesson should be another step toward meeting and exceeding the Arizona State Standards.  I want my students to recognize that they have a clear purpose in their work and that they will be successful and well-rewarded for their efforts.
Evaluation/Grading Process
Grades are calculated on the following considerations:
Quarterly grades are based on weekly homework, group work (limited to class time only), major projects such as reports or longer reading selections, daily notebook, and quizzes and tests.  Quizzes and tests will be weighted on a larger basis than the other items.  Assignments must have a complete heading (name, date, period) and be written using complete sentences.  Final copies should be the student’s best work.
TUSD grading scale
Letter Grade Scale
90-100% A
80-89% B
70-79% C
60-69% D
Below 60% F
Keeping up with assignments/test dates:
The students are responsible for knowing what their assignments are, when they are due and for knowing upcoming test dates.  As your teacher I have tried to make keeping up with assignments as easy as A, B, C (and D)…. See below.
A) To assist students in managing homework projects, I give each student a copy of the weekly assignment as a handout on Monday of each week.
B) Students are expected to write down the particulars (due date, length, etc.) for all subjects.
C) Additionally, all assignments are posted at the front of the room on the dry erase board.
D) Finally, assignments are housed on my website along with important dates.
Homework can be sent to me via email or turned in the basket in the back of our classroom.  I try not to assign homework over the weekend or to test on Mondays.  I would prefer students spend time with their families on the weekends.
Classroom Management Plan
Students are expected to follow the classroom rules and not to interfere with the learning of others.  The classroom is a place of learning.  All students have the right to learn without interruption.  Students who choose to disrupt the learning process will be subject to the following steps:
1. Verbal warning
2. Loss of portions of break time
3. Office referral (call home)
4. Teacher-student/parent conference (call home)
5. Note:  Any or all of the steps may be accelerated in accordance with school policy depending upon the severity of the situation.
Keeping in touch
My planning hour is the fifth period of each day from 1:45-2:47. I am usually available at this time if you need to contact me.  I can be reached by phoning the school at (520) 225-2700.  I can also be contacted by email at jim.jaeger@tusd1.org or jaegerjunc@gmail.com.  You can also visit any class if you wish by finding room 35 and attending a session.
I look forward to an exciting and growth-filled year!  Please let me know if I can be of any assistance. 
Mr. Jaeger
Please sign and return the following items.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Dear Parents: From time to time our class may have the opportunity to watch videos during school. The movies that will be viewed are for educational purposes. Occasionally, movies may be rated PG. In order for your child to be able to watch a PG rated movie, a permission slip must be signed by the parent/guardian. Please complete the form and return to school with your child. This form will be kept on file for the school year. 
_______I give permission to watch the PG movies
 _______I do not grant permission to watch the PG movies 
Parent/Guardian Signature: ____________________________________ 
Student Signature:               ____________________________________
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
We have discussed this information about how to be successful in Mr. Jaeger’s social studies class. 
Parent/Guardian Signature ___________________________________________________
 Student Signature _____________________________________________________________
 Date_________________________________________________________________________

