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Mr. Jaeger
Historical Site Project
I. Overview/Objectives:
We live where history surrounds us.  This project is designed to take advantage of our local history while aiding you in developing your skills as a historian (observation, gathering facts, organizing data, drawing inferences or conclusions, writing and speaking).  For this extra credit project you will prepare a visual artifact and present it to the class and write a brief paper.  This project is worth 30 points.
II. General Assignment and Directions:  
A. Select a site to visit from the list below or have your site approved by me.
B. Plan your visit.  Do preliminary research about the site.  Call before you go (or check the website) to see hours and entrance fee information.  During your visit, use a notebook to record detailed notes of the facts you learned and of the observations you make; collect materials that are available to you.  Your research notes will be turned in.
III. Presentation: (2-4 minutes)
A.  Your job is to introduce and describe to the class the site you visited.  In pictures and short narrative, explain the significance of this site in American history.  What events and/or people were connected with this place, and how were they connected?  What was going on in America at this time-you should do research on this question.  Give an overview of the site; then describe it in detail.  Focus on the things you found most interesting, important or surprising.  Be specific and creative; help the class to see what you saw.
B. To enhance your presentation, you must create a visual artifact (shadow box, diorama, etc.) using the photos you took as well as any pamphlets you collected.  
IV. Paper: 
A. Cover page: Include place visited and date of visit for a title.  List your name, class period, and date submitted.
B. The final paper should be at max two double-spaced pages.
C. In a well-organized narrative essay present the following information in whatever order you choose.  
1. Provide a brief description of your visit.
2. What did you learn about American life from this site?  What especially interested you?  Surprised you?  Why is this site important?  
3. Is this a typical place for its time period in American history?  Explain why or why not.
4. How do you think it would have been to experience life or events during the time period of your site?
Historic sites near or in Tucson
	Tucson Museum of Art and Historic Block
	Mission San Xavier del Bac 

	Tumacácori National Historical Park 
	Tombstone 

	Queen Mine Tours
	Tubac 

	Montezuma Castle National Monument
	Casa Grande Ruins

	Pima Air and Space Museum
	Walnut Canyon National Monument



Know of any others that should be on this list?  Please let me know!
